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TNTHECLAJMS: 

Please amend Claims 1, 2, 3, 4 to 13, 15 to 17 and 20 as shown below. 
Please cancel Claim 1 8 wilbout prejudice or disclaimer of subject matter. The claims, as 
currently pHoding in the application, read as follows: 

1 , (Cunently Amended) An image display mediod for displaying a 
plurality of images of a piticxibcd comUiiijUuii m gaaiif image layout formats of a 
plurality of types, conoprising: 

a frequency storage step of storing frequency of use for each of die image 
layout fonnats, wherein [[the]] each of the image layout formats iudiLJili-s u ctMiibiuaaon of 
includes a plurality of image display positions, and die ficquaicy of luc is differe nt 
acLuiaiiiLto I I L I iii li ii - ■■ '• ■ jj"^ ' ■ >f i " ' ^B '- « of the image lavottt fonnats depends on 
the type of image displayed at each position of the plurality of image display positions; 

a setting step of setting one of the image layout formaU^ wUidi a \u\A in 
Jihylaying ttii, piejtciibuJ ujmbinatiou of images, based upon the frequencies of use that 
have been stored; and 

a display step of displaying tli e prescrib e d eombinalitju uf images sash 
imayc at coTTe s p^TidiTig positions, which are defined bv each tvpe Of ihe iwfies, of the 
plurality of image disnlav positions of th e image layout format set in the settit^R Step on a 
display 1» the o ne o f llic image laj i out fonnats tliat has been set. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 , wherdn 
said frequency storage st^ stores the frequency of use in association with gagh of a 
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nfnh^ ^ ^nH setting Step set, th^ one of f he in.« pe layont fonn^ts based 
ii pnn the freq '"^^ies of use and an observer. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 , wherein 
said setting step sets, for every observer, an image layout format having the highest 
frequency of use as an image layout fonnat used to display the prestiibul cuiubiiution 
plurality of images. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein 
said Qcqueiic^ aluidgi^ i>\jl\) tuuiiL!; the frequency of use of an image layout format is 
updated at a timing at which the picitilbuJ Lumbination i^igalia of images is displayed in 
the image l avnut format. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein 
<>diailuiutuc> btuiagc Jtep counta the frequency of use of an image layout format ig 
I^ P^atfld at a timing at which the image layout fomaat is changed. 

6. (Cuircntly Amended) The method acconiing to claim 1, wherein 
hdid licquoiicy &mxaji < !. step c o unta the frequency of use of an image layout format, which is 
used in displaying the p iebuibcd couibiuAti o n plurality of images, ifi ^V<^m4- at a timing at 
which said display st^ ends. 
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7. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein 
i.aidriLquui.joLiiMfeL,al L pi,c)m t !> the frequency of use of an image layout format, which is 
used in displaying the p i c&uil^ c. d tu.iil ^ iiutlou pWtV of images. isuBdfited at a timing at 
which an observer perfoims an operation for cwmting w^SS the ftequency of use cfAc 
image layout f or ma *. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 , wherein 
said fttsquency storage step stores collectively the frequencies of use of the image layout 
formats, which have been used for displaying the pie»uibul cambluuauii etoalitx of 
images for a pluraUty of observers, without distinguishing among the plurality of observers. 

9. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein 
the tiluralitv of images of a pn^uiUed Lumbiiution are medical images[[,]] and the 
piebuibcdoo r ubiiiiUiuuia a combination of images of the same type of examination. 

10. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein 
the plurality of images of a piLiiuibad i^umbiiiati o n are medical imagei. U»e priwcribed 
LombLuationis »nd a combination of images of a pluraUty of different types of 
examination, and said setting step sets an image layout format based upon the highest 
frequency of use fluiu miuiig ffcquuitiej of use uf iuufe^ layout fuxmal^ uf imagu^ uf eaeh 
rYirrpjt pondingtoa type of examination of tbe nluralitv of images. 
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11. (Cuntaitly Amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein 

fiiTthftr romprisine: 

^nnmhersettmgfiten of setting the number of frequencies of use capable of 

being stored has beui flot la adv <uil>.. aiid imagfci ha»c L^tn dii.pk>td hi u iiaw imagg 
kjfuul futiiiat^ vaid frequent^ ■i.tuiJi^e &tup c,xcludesi and 

an mcrfiiRion Step of excluding the image layout fomat having the lowest 
frequency of use ^vhen tfie total m miher of freouencies of use excmlq T^^«^ Tllfmber set in the 
n ^tnher setting ?^Ap hy ^HHi«g « firflgnencv of US6 of a aid adds uii die fluiuUJCj uf u^>^ of 
tiie new image layout fonnat. 

12. (Cunently Amended) The method according to claim 1 1 , wherein 
when the number is set to one, [[of]] the ranks of the frequency ofxamm all imagp 
layout formats are treat ed as equal. 

13. (CuTtently Amended) The method according to claim 1, ■whoieiuiu 
mJ i VHi i 111 f n i ll ij i lf y " f ■ • " - ■ cr fiirthar ftomorisine a l ayout format disnlay step of displaying 
a display of [[an]] image layout format fcnmts for notifying of the one of the image layout 
fotmats that has currraitly been set i i , pic&ented iu aaid di.i.play atep . 

14. (Previously Presented) The mediod according to claim 13, fiirther 
comprising an image layout format change step of changing the image layout format of the 
images currently being displayed on the display. 
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15. (CutrcnUy Amended) The method according to claim 14, fmftcr 

wheieiix il i Uut/uuiil^ liiub L mLl i uiib .!r!, the display of image layout format formate is 
changed in - lliikul fa^luon u. siiid display ste p in response to an operation for changing the 
i«iisge layout fonnat. 

16. (Cunently Amended) An image display ^aratus comprising: 
a display for displaying images; 

a layout storage unit for storing a plurality of image layout foimats, wherein 
each of the pluraUty of image layout formats iiidluilcA a cumbiji^tion o f iafiJiidss a plurality 
of im^e display positions; 

a layout setHng unit for setting one of the plurality of image layout formats 

on said display; [[and]] 

a disnlav contml unit for r -ntitml1lTig to disnlav on ifae disnlav each image at 

corresponding pnsitinns. which defined bv each tVPe of the imRpes of the plMialjty of 

image display pofiitiona of the ima<>e lay o ut form at set by said layout setting ynit; and 

a frequency storage unit fi>r storing frequency of use fiw the each of the 
pluraUty of image layout formats, wherein te fieqamoy of uiic 1& JilT u uil ai.i.uiduig t o a 

cc i ml i i ii H i r i j 1 ■ '^<'^ "f the image layout fiamats depends on fl^g tVP? of 

image displayed at tach position of the plurality of image display positions, 

wherein said layout setting unit sets an image layout format based upon the 
fi«quencies of use. 
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17. (Cunently Amended) A computer-executable program storedona 

..^p... medium having program code for causing a computer to execute an 

image display method for displaying a^lat^iG^ images uf apit^uibtd .umbiuation in 
one of image layout formats of a plurality of types, said program comprising: 

code for implementing a frequency storage step of storing frequency of use 
for each of the imagp layout formats, wherein [[the]] each of the image layout formats 
iudiLalui a tumbiiiatLen of incluagS a pluraUty of image display positions, and the 
JjuiULUcj i of u&u is diflcrent Jccuidlna ^ ^ wiubiiutiou of lypcA uf iinAfccs gacl> ft^th? 
iTHft pe layout fon Tiat« Hf^penda on the tvpe of imaw displayed at eflg^ pgs i t i OT Pf the 
plurality of image display positions; 

code for inq)lementjng a setting step of setting one of the image layout 
fomiat s, wliiUi ii> us < Ld in displajiufe I he pre&uibul tombiuaUua uf imafiM, based upon the 
frequencies of use that have been stored; and 

code fiir implementing a display step of displaying Iht pii-iuibwi 

1 i , ' • r ■ , , , ^cr^h ima p« At corresponding positions, which arc dgfiped by each 

fvpa of the imf p^. nf the plur i ^litv r,f image displav positions of fhc iTPafiS IftYPUt format 
P fft in thf. setting step on a display iu di., ojil uf th e imag.. k>out fuiuiaU dml luii bssn set . 

18. (Cancelled). 

19. ^viously Pres€a»ted) The apparatus according to claim 16, 
wherein said layout setting unit further sets a plurality of buttons, each indicating one of the 
pluraUty of image layout formats, on said display. 
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20. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim [[16]] 19, 
further comprismg a selection umt for selecting one of [[a]] the plurality ofhs^^ 

SKheiaiLdie o J iaiuiiialiuu l jpc., v.huciii .UJU^um mating uuiUU. L Ul uu. unin i.l lily 

of image layout fnm,^t used to disr ^y Ihn i^'P*^ ^ *° 
selection by said selection unit. 
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